
“All Publishers united for a Publishers’ Right” 

 

Dear Members of the European Parliament, 

 

In September, the European Parliament will vote on the Directive on Copyright in the Digital 

Single Market. We would like to draw your attention to a topic that is crucial for all 

newspapers and magazines, small mid-size and big, but especially local and regional titles 

across the European Union: the proposed neighbouring right for press publishers, introduced 

in Article 11 of the Commission’s proposal, as there have been misleading claims that the 

right would be harmful for smaller publishers. 

 

With great concern, we see how our content is being used by large platforms such as search 

engines and news aggregators for their own business without any remuneration. These 

companies benefit from the attractive contents and products of newspapers and magazines 

and thus also achieve higher and higher profits at our expense. This represents an existential 

threat to the press sector. 

 

The protection of content in the digital age is simply a necessity, especially for the future of 

the local and regional press which has currently no chance to fairly negotiate with internet 

giants. It is urgent to strengthen publishers’ legal position against systematic and massive 

exploitation, so that we can at last defend ourselves against the misuse of our content just as 

the music and film industries have been doing for a long time, as they have been benefiting 

from a legal recognition at EU level. This legal protection is absolutely necessary for the 

development of economically sustainable business models in the digital environment. 

Currently, small press publishers cannot negotiate with internet giants. The Publishers’ Right 

will help redress this unfair situation. Publishers could become more involved in how their 

content is being used in the digital world and could benefit from a share of the value derived 

from their investments in the future. 

 

The EU is currently discussing the question of how to deal with "fake news" and populist 

currents. In our view, the production of reliable and professional journalism is the best tool to 

address misinformation on the internet. Regional and local press play a central democratic 

role in Europe. In an internet of opinions and claims, independent digital press offers for 

which publishers are legally liable are more important than ever to defend democratic values. 

The legal recognition of press publishers is an important contribution to the financial 

sustainability of professional journalism. 

 



We therefore welcome the support of a Publishers’ Right by all four Committees which voted 

upon the draft directive. The committee on Legal Affairs has presented a sensible and 

balanced compromise that would guarantee press publishers an exclusive right as part of the 

current EU copyright reform, which affords the investment in quality journalism the much-

overdue protection it deserves. Should it remain possible for third parties to use press 

contents for their own business without any form of remuneration, the digital press and, with 

it, the future of the press as a whole will be jeopardized. 

 

This is why we need your support in the current debate surrounding the Directive on 

Copyright in the Digital Single Market, which is now entering a crucial phase. We hope we 

can count on you and your vote which is key for the future of local and regional journalism.  
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Valdo Lehari Jr. 

CEO and Publisher  

Reutlinger General - 

Anzeiger  

Germany 

 

  
 

Gudula Walterskirchen 

Burgenländische 

Volkszeitung GmbH 

BVZ,   

Austria 

 

 

   

Dr. Manfred Prisching, 

Mag. Karl Kalcsics, Dr. 

Andrea Seel, Reinhold 

Dottolo. 

Kleine Zeitung 

Austria 

   

Gudula Walterskirchen  

NÖ Pressehaus Druck/ 

und Verlagsgesellschaft 

m.b.H 

NÖN 

Austria 

      

Max Dasch  

Salzburger Nachrichten 

VerlagsgesmbH & Co KG 

Salzburger Nachrichten 

Austria 

  

Hermann Petz 

Schlüsselverlag J.S. Moser 

GmbH 

Tiroler Tageszeitung 

Austria 

    
   

Eugen A. Russ  

Russmedia Verlag GmbH 

Vorarlberger Nachrichten 

Austria 

      
    

Michael Mabille      
COO 
Produpress NV 
Belgium 
 

     
          

Michael Mabille      
COO 
Produpress NV 
Belgium 

             

Frederik Delaplace  

CEO  

De Tijd – L’echo 

Belgium 

             

Yves Berlize   
CEO 
Sanoma Media NV/SA 
Belgium 

        

Yves Berlize   
CEO 
Sanoma Media NV/SA 
Belgium 
 

          

Kristine Ooms                            
General Manager 
EOS 
Belgium   

       

Kristine Ooms                            
General Manager 
Bahamontes 
Belgium   

 

Kristine Ooms                            
General Manager 
Moto & Toerisme 
Belgium   

 
 
 

Kristine Ooms                            
General Manager 
Moto & Loisirs   
Belgium 

 



Kristine Ooms                            
General Manager 
Puskas 
Belgium 

 

Isabella Rouma 
General Director 
Editions Ciné-Revue SA 
Belgium 

 

Yves Berlize 
CEO 
Sanoma Media NV/SA 
Belgium 

      

Isabelle Rouma 
Directrice Générale  
Mondadori SAS 
Belgium 

 
François le Hodey  
CEO [IPM Group SA] 
La Libre  
Belgium 

        

François le Hodey  

CEO [IPM Group SA] 

Paris Match 

Belgium 

       

Laurence Festraets 
Editeur Responsable 
Senior Publications NV/SA 
Belgium 

    

Kristine Ooms                            
General Manager 
Cascade NV 
Belgium   

      

Frederik Delaplace  
CEO  
De Tijd – L’echo 
Belgium 

            

Yves Berlize 
Managing Director 
L’Avenir Hebdo 
Belgium 

             

Bernard Marchant  

CEO [Rossel & Cie SA] 

Le Soir 

Belgium 

     

Daniel Van Wylick     
General Director 
Rossel& Cie SA 
Belgium 

            
       

Yves Berlize 
Managing Director 
L’Avenir Hebdo 
Belgium 
 

        
                          

Harry Gentges 
Director 
Belgomedia SA 
Belgium 
 

          

Stoyana Georgieva  

Founder and Editor in 

chief  

Mediapool.bg 

Bulgaria 

       

Alex Nielsen 
CEO & Editor-in-chief 
Mediehuset Herning 
Folkeblad  
Denmark 
 

 

Per Lyngby 
Editor-in-chief 
NORDJYSKE Medier 
Denmark 

 

Dorthe Carlsen 
CEO & Editor in chief 
Helsingør Dagblad 
Denmark 

 

Jesper Rosener 
CEO 
Jysk Fynske Medier 
Denmark 

 

Jørgen Møllekær 
CEO and Editor-in-chief 
Flensborg Avis AG 
Denmark 

 
Lars Hovgaard 
Editor-in-chief 
Lolland-Falsters 
Folketidende A/S 
Denmark 
 

 

Torben Dalby Larsen 
CEO & Editor-in-chief 
Sjællandske Medier A/S 
Denmark 

          

Heikki Nurmela 

CEO 

Pyhäjärviseudun  

Paikallislehti Oy 

Finland 

 

Tom Simola                     
CEO and Editor in chief 
Förlags Ab Sydvästkusten 
Finland 
 

  

Olli Pirhonen 
CEO  

Ilkka-Yhtymä Oyj 
Finland 

     

Kari Kivelä 

CEO 
Iltalehti 

Finland 

   

Markku Parkkonen 

CEO and Editor in chief 

Joutsan Seutu 

Finland 

 

 

 

 

Juhana Tikka 
CEO 
Kaakon Viestintä 
Finland 

         



Silvère Magnon 
Secrétaire Général & 
co-directeur  
l’Humanité 
France 

 

Tuula Ruusumaa  
CEO  and Editor in chief  
Kangasalan Sanomalehti-
Osakeyhtiö 
Finland     

 

Esa Joensuu 

CEO and Editor in chief 

Hämeen Paikallismedia 
Finland 

   

Tarja Kojola 
Editor in chief 
Lapuan Sanomat 
Finlan 

 

Pekka Keväjärvi 
CEO and Editor in chief 
Rantapohja 
Finland 
 

 

Jaakko Ketonen 

CEO 

Turun Sanomat Oy 

Finland 

     

Olli Sirén 
CEO 
Pirkanmaan Lehtitalo 

Finland 

 

 

Olli Sirén 
CEO 
Pirkanmaan Lehtitalo 

Finland 

 

     
Olli Sirén 
CEO 
Pirkanmaan Lehtitalo 

Finland 

 

 

Olli Sirén 
CEO 
Pirkanmaan Lehtitalo 

Finland 

        

Bernard Deck 
Directeur  
L’Ami du Peuple Hebdo 
L’Ami des Foyers Chrétiens 
France 
      
 

Philippe Carli  
Président du Groupe 
EBRA 

L’Alsace  
France   

 
Etienne Lacour 

Directeur des rédactions 

Bulletin Quotidien   

France 

 

Jean-Claude Casanova 

Directeur 

revue Commentaire 

France 

 

Benoit Leclerc 
Président Directeur 

Général 

Le Courrier Cauchois  
France 

       

Philippe Carli  
Président du Groupe 
EBRA 

Le Dauphiné Libéré 
France   

   

Jean-Michel Baylet  
Président Directeur 
Général  
La Dépêche du Midi 
France 

     

Philippe Carli  
Président EBRA 

Les Dernières Nouvelles 
d’Alsace France   

          

Philippe Carli  
Président du Groupe 
EBRA 

L’Est républicain  
France   

          

Ludovic Mesnard 
Directeur délégué  
L’Echo du Berry 
France 
 

 

Jean Guillaume d’Ornano 

Président directeur 

général Option finance 

France 

         

Gérard Julien  

Président 

La France agricole 

France 

 

Bertrand Milinaire 

Directeur général 

L’Hotellerie Restauration  

France 

 

Pierre Archet 

Directeur délégué 

Journal d’Ici 

France 
 
 

 

Philippe Carli  
Président EBRA 

Le Journal de Saône et 
Loire  
France   

            

Jean-Christophe Castelain 

Directeur  

Le Journal des arts, L’œil 

France 

   

Benoit Leclerc 
Président Directeur 
Général 
La Manche Libre  
France 

 
 

 
           

Bruno Pachent  
Director of Marketing  
Média Sud Europe 
France 

 



David Guévart  
Directeur Général  
Nord Littoral 
France 
 

   

Frédérick Cassegrain  
Directeur 
Paris-Normandie 
France 

         

Olivier Saint-Cricq  
Président Directeur 
Général  
Groupe Nouvelle 
République 
France 

  

Serge Didier 
Administrateur  
l’Opinion Indépendante 
France  
 
 
 
 

Louis Echelard  
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