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Media Release 18th September 2009


Irish press industry agrees historic new environmental, management standards

Ireland’s publishers, wholesalers and retailers have joined forces for the first time ever to agree a new set of environmental standards as well as a new code of practice designed to introduce greater efficiency and cooperation within the Irish press industry.

All 10 key industry stakeholders were represented at the Custom House today as the new Environmental Standards for the Press Industry (ESPI) and the new Code of Practice for the Press Industry (COPPI) were formally launched by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government John Gormley TD.

Today’s launch commits Irish publishers, wholesalers and retailers to a series of challenging environmental and management standards and targets. In addition to improving the environmental performance of Ireland’s ‘paper chain’, the new protocols will also help to ensure the continued free flow of information in this country.

“These two sets of protocols are designed primarily to make the Irish newspaper and magazine industry more efficient,” said Frank Cullen Chairman of the Joint Industry Committee, who presented the two new codes to Minister Gormley on behalf of the press industry at today’s launch.

“They will ensure greater consistency in the way we deal with one another, particularly in relation to the supply chain, while at the same time ensuring that publishers, wholesalers and retailers meet the highest possible environment standards,” Mr Cullen said.

The new Environmental Standards for the Press Industry covers a range of key areas including supply management, unsold newspapers and magazines, optimum use of IT, and procedures in relation to compliance and complaints.

The new Code of Practice for the Press Industry, meanwhile, commits stakeholders to a series of principles in relation to supply management, customer 

service, delivery timeframes and standards, invoicing, communications as well 

as compliance and complaints issues.

Both sets of protocols will be subject to regular monitoring and performance evaluation, as well as updating where necessary.

Unprecedented collaboration

Speaking at today’s launch, Frank Cullen acknowledged the time and effort that had gone into the development of the two new sets of industry standards.

“This is the very first time that our industry has joined forces in support of a common goal,” he said. “That unprecedented spirit of collaboration shows our willingness to invest in the environment and it is a tribute to the Joint Industry Committee which agreed these new principles, as well as the organisations they represent.

“We are proud to be at the forefront of the Irish recycling effort,” Mr Cullen went on. “With the help of our press industry and recycling industry partners and most importantly the support of the Irish newspaper and magazine reading public, we have raised Ireland’s newsprint recycling rate to 75%.  

“A newsprint recycling rate of 75% puts us up among the best countries in the world including Holland, Sweden and Australia,” Mr Cullen added. “This has not happened by accident but is the result of an ever-growing awareness of our environmental responsibilities, a lot of hard work and investment, as well as the commendable recycling efforts of the Irish people.”

The 10 organisations represented by the Joint Industry Committee are: Convenience Stores & Newsagents Association (CSNA); EM News Distribution Ltd; Magazines Ireland; Newspread Ltd;  National Federation of Retail Newsagents (NFRN); National Newspapers of Ireland (NNI); Newspaper Publishers Association (NPA); Periodical Publishers Association (PPA); Retail Grocery Dairy & Allied Trades Association (RGDATA); Regional Newspapers and Printers Association of Ireland (RNPAI)
For copies of the Environment Standards and Code of Practice or further information please contact Michelle Morrisroe 01 6689099 or 086 8796532 mmorrisroe@cullencommunications.ie
